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Abstract:

The tourism sector is considered one of the emerging sectors in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
and it is a promising sector due to the availability of natural, geographical and religious tourism
components, as religious tourism is considered the most important pillars of tourism in the
Kingdom. The current study aims to identify the reality of the tourism sector and the extent of
its contribution to economic growth in light of the Kingdom’s Vision 2030. This is done by
analyzing some variables of the tourism sector and estimating their growth rates during the
period 2010 - 2021 and using the exponential growth function and the general linear trend
model. The results of the analysis indicate that the contribution of the tourism sector to the
gross gross product witnessed a remarkable development, as its contribution was about 3.8%
in 2010 AD. Its contribution increased to 6.5% in the year 2019. The results also show that the
pace of growth in the number of employees and the number of establishments in the tourism
sector averaged 1.6%, while the growth pace of total operating revenues in the tourism sector
averaged 2.5% during the time period of the study. These are indicators that reflect that the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has paid great attention to the tourism sector and its tourist facilities,
which have witnessed a significant expansion and remarkable development that is consistent
with the direction of the Kingdom’s vision for the year 2030. It is expected that the tourism
sector will have a contribution to the gross domestic product of more than 10%, in the year
2030 and a source of Sources of desired economic diversification.

Keywords: Tourism sector ¢Vision 2030 AD¢Horizons¢ Tourist Statistical Indicators¢
Economic Growth¢ GDP.
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